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November 30, 1964

Dr, Viktor Hamburger

Department of Zoology
Washington University
St. Louis, Missouri

Dear Dr. Hamburger:

In order to confirm and control certain of the observations which | have
made in connection with my work on botulinum toxin in the chick embryo, it
would be desirable to destroy certain portions of the spinal cord during de-
velopment. |In your recent paper on ''Spontaneous Rhythmical Behavior In The
Chick Embryo'', you described isolation experiments, in which you coagulated
and extirpated regions of the cord, Can you let me know what type of electro-
cautery apparatus you used (brand name and model)? Also, where does one obtain
the very fine tungsten needles useful for this type of operation?

I noticed that the experiments were done chiefly around stage 12, For my
purposes it would be useful to extirpate spinal cords at somewhat later ages,
What is the latest stage at which you have succeeded in this operation?

Many thanks in advance for your help with this problem.

Daniel B,/Drachman, M,D,
Assistapt Professor of Neurology
Tufts Mniversity School of
Medicine
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