Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Woods Hole, MA 02543
Phone: (617) 548-1400

Telex: 951679

September 30, 1985

Mr. Kenyon Earl
c¢/o Pine Ridge Middle School
Columbia, SC

Dear Kenyon,

Thank you for your letter and for selecting me as a Modern Day Explorer
for your project. An honor like that means a lot to me.

In answer to your questionmns:

1. I have been interested in the mystery and romance surrounding the
sinking of the TITANIC for at least 13 years. The challenge of
trying to locate the superliner and photograph her for the world to
see drove me to work with people who could design and build the
equipment which could accomplish that goal.

2. I figure I will study the TITANIC for the rest of my life. As for
future expeditions to the site, I am hoping to return next summer
with the deep diving submersible ALVIN to do more close—up work and
exploration, but final plans have not been made.

3. I am not familiar with "EVE."
4, I have no plans whatsoever to raise the TITANIC.

5. Under development now in our Deep Submergence Laboratory is a vehicle
called JASON. JASON will be equipped with video cameras and
manipulators. JASON will permit us to have a "bird's eye"” view of an
object or underwater feature without having the risk of sending a
human being to the bottom of the ocean. JASON will be our eyes and
hands!

I hope you enjoy working on your project. Have a good year at school.

dégii Robert D Ballard

Senior Scientist
Deep Submergence Laboratory
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