Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Woods Hole, MA 02543

Phone: (617) 548-1400

Telex: 951679

7 April 1986

Mr. John Protasio
1910 Riverside Driver Apt. 2
South Williamsport, PA 17701

Dear Mr. Protasio:

Thank you for your letter of congratulations regarding our discovery of
TITANIC. In response to your question regarding my opinion of the role of
CALIFORNIAN, I must say that it is not my desire to enter into the
longstanding debate over CALIFORNIAN, only to provide factual information
about the present status of TITANIC. My comments on CALIFORNIAN at the
National Geographic Press Conference were invoked by questioning after the
formal presentation was over. The press was after whatever controversy they
could find and CALIFORNIAN became the issue for the day. Hopefully, the
articles which I have written and am continuing to write, as well as the
continued analysis of the data we collected this past summer, will precisely
document what I have to say.

In short, we discounted the position of CALIFORNIAN in setting our
search strategyr not because it was inaccurate (we had no way of knowing one
way or the other), but because it was controversial. We made no judgement
regarding the position of the ships only that it was wise to exclude it from
our analysis.Our data simply shows TITANIC was not further south than its
reported line of travel and subsequent current activity would account for.
Our analysis of the data is still underway, but the above statement will not
be affected significantly when all is said and done.

The only reaction I have is the one of a sailor myself. One who has
spent years and years at sea is constantly reminded that we are neither fish
nor fowl and are forever at the mercy of the elements. If there is any
reason to wonder even the slightest if a ship might be having a problem, it
is your moral obligation to take every step possible to be of assistance.

If you are alarmed enough to try to raise the ship on Morse lamp, you can,
and must, wake up the radio operator to see what might be wrong and you must
begin making slow headway toward the lights in question. That is all I have
to say on that matter. At a later date, the fully documented results of our
expedition will be published.

Thank you again for writing, and good luck with your book.
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.LRobéEE D. Ballard
Senior Scientist
Deep Submergence Laboratory
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Apartment 2
1910 Riverside Drive
South williamsport,ra. 1770

Dr. Robert Ballard
Vioods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Woods Hole, Ma. 02543 tlarch 22, 1986

Dear Sir:

First of all I’'d like to congradulate you on your finding of the Titanic.
It is perhaps the greatest marine archeological find of the decade.

You’ve publicaly state that the Californian was closer to the scene
than her captain claimed. This interest me for I am in the process
of writing a book on the role of the Californian in the Titanic dis-
aster. What I request is your reasons why you concluded the ship was
closer to the scene than claimed.

Thank you for your help.

Yours truly,

L

John Protasio




