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WHOI Senior Scientist Hofgef Jannasch. (Photo by Rob 
Brown.) 

JANNASCH ELECTED TO AMERICAN ACADEMY 
OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Helger Jannasch of the Biology Department 
was elected to the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences in May. The Academy, founded in 1780. 
annually elects members to its prestigious ranks in 
the areas of the biological sciences, mathematical 
and physical sciences, social and behavioral 
sciences, and the humanities. Other Fellows of the 
Academy elected from the Institution throughout the 
years include Bill von Arx, K.O. Emery, Paul Fye, 
Bill Schevill, and John Steele. 

Dr. Jannasch, a Senior Scientist who joined 
the Institution in 1963. received the honor for his 
research in evolulionary and environmental 
microbiology. His research on marine microbial 
activity has helped to establish fundamental 
prinCiples for conducting quantitative studies in the 
field . 

One of Holger's potentially most far
reaching projects involves his research on bacteria 
that thrive on hydrogen sulfide and other sulfur 
compounds abundant at the hydrothermal vents of 
the eastern Pacific. These are the same su1fides 
abundant in discharges from industrial smokestacks 
throughout the world- -discharges thai are 
contributing to the global acid rain problem. 
Holger, working with WHOt Associate Scientist Craig 
Taylor, has developed a process to convert these 
sulfides into food for bacteria--bacleria that can 
then be eaten, as they are at the deep-sea vents, by 
shellfish such as mussels. This process could 
impact aquaculture, as well as provide industries 
with an alternative to introducing these poisons into 
the atmosphere. Another possible use for these bac
teria is to convert them to synthetic fuel. 

Dr. Jannasch has received many other 
honors throughout the years, including the Eighth 
Henry Bryant Bigelow Medal in Oceanography in 
1980 and the Fisher Scientific Company Award in 
1982; in 1984 he was elected a Corresponding 
Member of the Goettingen Academy of Sciences in 
West Germany. In July of this year, he presented 
the second C.B. van Niel Memorial Lecture at the 
Hopkins Marine Station at StanfOrd University in 
California. Congratulations, Holgert 

VINE RECEIVES LOCKHEED AWARD 

Congratulations also go to Scientist Emer
itus Allyn Vine of the Geology and Geophysics 
Department. Allyn received the Lockheed Award for 
Ocean Science and Engineering at the recent Oceans 
'87 Conference in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The annual 
week-long conference, hosted by the Marine 
Technology Society and other associated societies, 
provides a forum for interdisciplinary lectures and 
discussion of ocean research. Allyn received the 
award for his many contributions to marine science 
and engineering, including underwater photography 
and deep submersibles. 



ORGANOTIN SYMPOSIUM MEETS AT WHOI 

The Marine Policy Center hosted a 
symposium on the impacts of organatin in the coastal 
environment on November 17. The one-day 
symposium was co-sponsored by Massachusetts 
Coastal Zone Management and Division of Marine 
Fisheries . the University of Massachusetts 
Environmental Sciences Program and Cooperative 
Extension, and WHOt's Marine Policy Center. 
Lectures were presented on issues important to the 
regulation, use, and release of organotins in the 
environment. and various aspects of the TBT 
problem were discussed. According to Arthur 
Gaines, Visiting Investigator at MPOM, the 
symposium was specifically designed to assist 
decision makers involved with establishing environ
mental regulations. The Honorary Chairman of the 
sessions was Richard Delaney, Director of the 
Massachusetts CZM and also the state's Assistant 
Secretary of Environmental Affairs. Around 100 
people attended the symposium. A wine and cheese 
reception at Fenno House wrapped up the day. 

WHOI HOSTS WORKSHOP ON PIRACY, 
VIOLENCE AT SEA, ANO MARITIME 
CRIME 

Twelve experts on maritime crime and 
violence gathered at the Carriage House November 
30 through December 2. The meeting, a follow· up 
to a symposium held at WHOI in 1985, was to 
collate, update, and expand papers presented at the 
1985 meeting into a book. The workshop was 
hosted by the Marine Policy Center and chaired by 
Eric Ellen, President of the London -based 
International Maritime Bureau, a clearing house for 
information on worldwide port and shipping 
security. The upcoming book, to be edited by Ellen. 
will be published by a British publishing house in 
early 1988. 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER REMINDER 

With tax preparation time fast approaching, 
don't forget to obtain a Social Security number for 
any child age 5 or older. The number is needed to 
claim a child 5 or older on 1987 tax returns, and 
there is a penalty if no Social Security Number 
appears on your return. 

Billy Spitzer addresses Open Meeting. At right is Susan 
Kadar. (Photo by Sheffey Lauzon.) 

WOMEN'S COMMITTEE OPEN MEETING 
INFORMATIVE FOR ALL 

The Women's Committee held its annual 
Open Meeting on November 19 at Fenno House. The 
meeting was open to all members of the Institution 
and attracted around 60 employees and students. 

Early in the meeting, the group voted to hold 
two open meetings a year rather than one. Karen 
Rauss, Special Assistant to the Director, spoke on 
various issues and announced that funding had been 
approved for a consulting group to come to Woods 
Hole to assess the working environment for students 
and slaff. 

Joint Program Student Representative Billy 
Spitzer spoke on the proposed Committee on Human 
Resources, a group of 10 students and faculty (5 
from WHOI, 5 from MIT) who will focus on 
improving the educational climate for students as 
well as improving communication within the Joint 
Program. The Committee has drafted a charter and 
hopes to be approved as an advisory committee to the 
Joint Program Committee. 

Billy also announced that the Committee has 
started a "sack lunch" series of informal lunchtime 
meetings for employees and students. The meetings 
will be held in Clark 5 (dates and times will be 
announced on the Weekly Ca/endary, and are meant 
to be a forum for discussion about issues related to 
equality and fairness. Two sack lunch sessions have 
been held already, and the next one, scheduled for 
sometime in May , will focus on issues of authorship 
and the acknowledgement of contributors in 
scientific publications. 

.. 



WILLIAMS PROMOTED TO SENIOR SCIENTIST 

Albert J. MSandy· Williams, III, of Ocean 
Engineering was promoted to Senior Scientist in 
August. He has been Acting Department Chairman in 
D.E. since Bob Spindel left that position in July. 

Sandy came to the Institution in 1969 as a 
Postdoctoral Investigator and has since served as 
Assistant and Associate Scientist. The author or 
coauthor of over 26 scientific publications, his 
research interests include ocean microstructure. 
mixing and thermohaline convection, benthic 
bO<Jndary layer flows, and oceanographic, elec
tronic. and optical instrumentation. 

KURZ PROMOTED TO ASSOCIATE SCIENTIST 

Mark Kurz, Assistant Scientist in the 
Chemistry Department since 1983, was promoted to 
Associate Scientist in November. Mark graduated 
from the Joint Program in 1982 and worked at the 
Universite Paris VII before returning to Woods Hole 
and a position as Assistant Scientist. He has 
authored or coauthored about 15 scientific pub
lications, and in 1986 he received the F.W. Clarke 
Medal from the Geochemical Society. His research 
interests include isotope geochemistry of mantle
derived rocks and minerals, the cycling of materials 
between the mantie and hydrosphere, and the evolu
tion of the mantie-continent-atmosphere system. 

OTHER PERSONNEL CHANGES 

Ellen Gately {Marine Policy Center) -from 
Staff Assistant II to Staff Assistant III. 

BRISCOE ACCEPTS TWO-YEAR STINT IN 
WASHINGTON, DC 

Mel Briscoe, Associate Scientist in the 
Physical Oceanography Department, is on loan to the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Research for the next two 
years. Mel will divide his time between two 
agencies under the Chief of Naval Research : the 
Office of Naval Research (ONR) and the Office of 
Naval Technology (ONT). 

At ONR, Mel will serve as a Project Manager 
in the Physical Oceanography Program of the Ocean 
Sciences Division . Here he will be involved with 
evaluating funding proposals for basic research 
(excluding proposals submitted by WHOI). At aNT, 
Mel will serve as a Scientific Officer in the Ocean 
and Environmental Technology branch . aNT is the 
applied branch of naval research, and projects 
funded by aNT must focus on specific problems of 
current concern to the Navy. ONR-funded programs. 
on the other hand, are more long-term projects that 
will enhance the Navy's long-term interests. 

The ONR position will allow Mel a voice in 
establishing accelerated research initiatives 
(ARI's), which are specialS-year research 
programs funded by ONA. Met will be responsible 
for formulating an ARI research program on ocean 
water flows over abrupt topography. and he hopes to 
be involved in the early planning for an ARion 
surface waves. 

Meanwhile, Mel's wife, Etten, has taken a 
position as supervisor of the News Collection of the 
National Geographic Society's library. The library, 
primarily a resource for National Geographic 
writers, is presently undergoing reorganization and 
computerization. Ellen will oversee the compu
terizing of subject headings for the library's 
newspaper clippings. 

Some unusual characters commandeered the Payroll 
Office (photo left) on Friday, October 3D, the day be-
fore Halloween. and employees noticed that their pay
checks that day were a lillie higher than normal. Though 
some attributed the higher pay to an extra paycheck 
(without benefits taken out) during October, others 
believed the increases were due to the magic of Merlin 
and friends. Participants in the Haffoween plot were 
Laurie Murphy (seated) and (left to right) Michelle 
Engemann, Brenda Kulvete. and Kathy Teixeira. (Photo 
by Rob Brown.) 



The KNORR's e99-shaped antenna proved an ;rresist
able target for shipbound 9raffitti artists th is year. The 
antenna is part of INMARSAT, a hi9h -quafity voice and 
teletype satelli te transmission system that enables 
KNORR to communicate with shore-based facilities in 
most of the world. The identities of the 9ratitti artists 
remain a mystery! (Photo by Rob Brown.) 

EX-OCEANUS STAFF MEMBER 
PUBLISHES FIRST NOVEL 

Michael Downing, Assistant Editor of 
Oceanus Magazine during 1983-84, has just 
published his first novel, A Narrow Time. The 
226-page paperback was published by Vintage 
Contemporaries (a division of Random House) to 
good reviews, including praise from author James 
Carroll who called it "a fine novel in every regard .~ 

DONATE YOUR RETURNABLES! 

Each year the Cape Cod Times sponsors the 
Needy Fund drive. Last year, close to $130,000 was 
donated; this year's goal is $135,000. 

The Women's Committee would like to make 
a contribution in the name of WHOt employees and is 
asking for donations of returnable cans and bollles. 
This is a good opportunity to clean your office or 
lab, and the various Christmas parties should 
produce a substantial number of returnables as 
well. The Committee hopes to send the Needy Fund a 
check at the end of the month. Please call any 
Committee member for pick up of your donations: S. 
Kadar (x2329), E. Montgomery (x2492), L. 
Murphy (x2366), D. Carson (x2260), A. Tricca 
(x2662), or J. McDowell (x2557). 

OCEANOGRAPHIC SHIP NOTES 

A TLANT/S /I and ALVIN completed the 1987 
operating schedule November 11 in San Diego 
following biological dives in the Santa Catalina 
Basin. The ship is at Southwest Marine Shipyard in 
San Diego until mid-December for routine hull 
maintenance_ A-II will spend the holidays at the 
pier in San Diego and will begin the 1988 schedule 
January 5. with a 10-day cruise off the California 
coast before heading for Mexico's Guaymas Basin for 
biological and chemical studies at the hydrothermal 
vents. 

Meanwhile, KNORR is conducting transects 
between South America and Africa on Voyage #134 
for the four-leg South Atlantic Ventilation Exper
iment (SAVE). The ship arrived in Abidjan, Ivory ' 
Coast, in west Africa December 13 and departed 
December 17 for Rio de Janeiro, where KNORR is 
scheduled to arrive on January 23. The final SAVE 
leg departs January 28 for arrival in Abidjan 
March 7. Scientific activities include CTO and 
Gerard casts. 

OCEANUS departed Woods Hole November 
21 on the fourth cruise for the 1987 Biowatt 
Program, designed to understand optical variability 
and bioluminescence patterns from the dynamicS of 
plankton populations. The ship returned to Woods 
Hole November 25 to change scientific personnel and 
departed on Leg II of Voyage #196 November 28. 
returning to port December 4 to conclude the year's 
operating schedule. Inspection by the National 
Science Foundation , which owns the ship, followed. 
OCEANUS will remain at the pier in lay-up status 
for maintenance and repair until mid-March 1988. 

All of us at Woods Hole wish the officers and 
crews of the Institution's vessels, especially the :.: . 
KNORR, which is spending the holidays at sea, a 
very happy holiday season. 

THE MAIL COMES THROUGH (AGAIN)I 

This month's most unusual reported address 
came on a package mailed to Terry Rioux in the 
Diving Locker: 

Institute Oceanographique 
West Wood, Boston 
Fel in 151 
WHOI 
Woocf Hole, Mass 02543 



NEW FACES 

M. TUNDI AGARDY 
MPOM Fellow 
Marine Policy Center 
Shiverick 202, x2603 
J. Broadus 

CYNTHIA CARLSON BECKMAN 
MPOM Fellow 
Marine Policy Center 
Shive rick 203. x2603 
J. Broadus 

ELIZABETH M. SHADID 
Secretary II 
Education 
Clark 223, ,2200 
A.L. Peirson 

GAIL McPHEE 
Staff Assistant II 

Library 
Clark 131C, ,2865 

C. Winn 

• • 
SUSAN OLIVER 

Secretary II 
Ocean Engineering 

Bigelow 107, x2430 
A. Williams 

dlfff~ 
CATHERINE GOYET 

Guest Investigator 
Chemistry 

Clark 456, '2556 
P. Brewer 

REMY J-C HENNET 
Postdoctoral Scholar 
Chemistry 
Fye 120, ,2872 
F. Sayles 

ROGER M. SAMELSON 
Postdoctorallnvestigalor 

Physical Oceanography 
Clark 304, ,2803 
J. Pedlosky 

MELORA PARK 
Research Associate 

Physical Oceanography 
Clark 311A, ,2779 

R. Weller 

I 

• > 

AMYWITIER 
Research Assistant 

Chemistry 
McLean 113, x2884 

E.Oruffel 

. _ . AND ANOTHER NEW FACE! 

Molly von der Heydt, second child of Keith 
von der Heydt (Research Associate in Ocean Engi· 
neering) and Theresa McKee (Research Assistant in 
Physical Oceanography), was born October 16 at 
Tobey Hospital in Wareham. Molly weighed 71b 801. 

Congratulationsl 

SEASON'S GREETINGSI 

A very happy and safe holiday season to all 
Institution employees, students, associates, and 
friends. 



HISTORICAL SPOTLIGHT: 
CHALLENGER HOUSE 

Challenger House. owned by the Institution 
since 1948, houses WHOI's General Accounting, 
Sponsored Programs, Travel, and Controller's 
Offices. Built around 1765 by the brothers 
Ephraim and Manassah Swift, it is the oldest 
building owned by the Institution and one of the 
oldest in the village. 

Challenger's colorful history began in April 
1779 when the house was the scene of a 
no t-sa-famous Revolutionary War skirmish 
between British forces and Mrs. Manassah Swift. 
Early in that month , British troops stationed in 
Tarpaulin Cove, a Tory st ronghold, decided to make a 
raid on Woods Hole for provisions. Led by a local 
British loyalist, the invaders entered Little Harbor 
under cover of darkness. When their guide told them 
about the excellent cheeses made by Mrs. Swift, the 
troops decided to raid the Swift farmhouse, now 
known as Challenger House. 

While most of the soldiers ran to the 
barnyard to kill and steal the livestock, a smaller 
group knocked on the farmhouse door to "ask" for 
cheese before they forced their way in to take it. 
Upon hearing the knock, Mrs. Swift came to the door 
and informed the invaders that her home was 
undefended by any man and that she only had enough 
cheese to feed herself and her children. At that, the 
soldiers pushed their way in and headed for the 
cheese room. Mrs. Swi ft , not a woman to be trifled 
with, began verbally assaulting the cheese thieves, 
accusing them of shameless cowardice. Then, 

At left. Challenger House in 189S. Seated in 
the wheelchair is Joseph Story Fay. (Photo 
courtesy of Woods Hole Historical Society') 

without pausing in her verbal barrage, she stationed 
herself near the door, and as each soldier attempted 
to run back outside, she snatched her cheeses away 
from him. When sniper fire suddenly broke out 
from a nearby barn, the invading troops were forced 
to retreat without either livestock or cheesesl 

Sometime after the Revolutionary War, the 
Swift family sold the farm to the Parker family of 
New Bedford, who in 1850 sold the property (then 
consis ting of 75 acres, two homes, and some smaller 
buildings) to the merchant Joseph Story Fay for 
$5,000. At the time of the purchase, the farmhouse 
was crowded by a stable, a grocery store, the U.S. 
Post Office, a cobbler's shop, and several other 
buildings. Over the years, Mr. Fay was able to have 
most of these removed to create more open space 
around the house. 

Th e Fay family loved the farm and 
chris tened it "The Homestead." After so me 
remodeling, the farmhouse became their summer 
home for the next 98 years. 

Joseph Story Fay is often considered the 
first summer resident of Woods Hole, and he was a 
generous benefactor to the area. When he came 
here, the peninsula was basically treeless: most of 
its ancient hardwoods had been cut down in the pre
ceding centuries to provide lumber for houses and 
boats and for firewood. Fay replanted over 200 
acres in the area with imported and native varieties 
of trees. He also donated much of his land to the 
public, including 71 acres for Goodwill Park, 3 
acres for the Church of the Messiah, and a strip of 
beach along what is now Surf Drive. In 1872, over 
his wife's objections, he allowed the Old Colony 



Railroad to lay train tracks across the property in 
front of The Homestead because he felt it would 
benefit Woods Hole more to have the train coming 
and going on the little Harbor side of the peninsula 
rather than near Quissett Harbor where the tracks 
had originally been planned. Apparently, Mrs. Fay 
was so disturbed by the noisy trains and their air 
pollution that she eventually stopped summering in 
Woods Hole. 

In 1875, The Homestead entered a new era 
when Fay invited Welsh-born horticulturist 
Michael Walsh to come live and work on the 
property. Under Fay's patronage, Walsh developed 
many varieties of plants on three acres of land near 
the house. When Mr. Fay died in 1897, his 
daughter, Miss Sarah Bryant Fay, continued the 
family's patronage of Walsh, and it was during this 
time that he developed the famous Rambler Rose. 
Around the turn of the century, roses and other 
flowers from The Homestead were being sold across 
the U.S. and even in Europe. Until Walsh's death in 
1922, and even un Iii Miss Fay's death in 1936, the 
gardens of the estate attracted visitors from around 
the world. Unfortunately, soon after their deaths 
the magnificent gardens fell into decline. 

The house remained a summer residence for 
members of the Fay family until the early 1940's, 
when the Institution began renting the building and 
subletting it to employees_ WHOI purchased the 
house and about 11 112 surrounding acres in April 
1948, and -The Homestead- was soon rechristened 
"Challenger House" after H.M.S. CHALLENGER, the 
first ship to circumnavigate the globe on a mission 
devoted purely to oceanographic research. The 

The Homestead's rose garden in 1915 (top 
right; Photo courtesy of Woods Hole Histor
ical Society). At right is Challenger today 
(Photo by Rob Brown). 

Challenger Expedition, 1872-76, made many con
tributions to marine science, and many compare it 
to the American space program in its quest to study 
the unknown. In fact, the U.S. Space Shuttle 
CHALLENGER was also named for this British ship. 

Challenger House was first managed by 
Betty Sparks (mother of Scientist Emeritus Betty 
Bunce) and, after remodeling, it was used as a 
women's dorm, guesthouse, and cafeteria. Today the 
building is primarily offices except for a 
three-room apartment in the back which has housed 
many visitors from around the world, including 
Jacques Cousteau, Walter Cronkite, and Hans Albert 
Einstein, son of the famous physicist. 

Note: This is the first in a series of Historical Spotlights 
on Institution facilities and projects that will periodi
cally appear in the NewsleUer . Special thanks to 
Jennifer Gaines of the Woods Hole Historical Society. 



NEW ITEMS IN THE STOCKROOM 

The stockroom now has WHOI canvas tote
bags, seabags, and briefcases for sale. 

.. 
L . - -
NOVEMBER SNOW 

Winter paid a surprise visit to Cape Cod on 
November 12 and caught many of us unprepared. 
Both WHOI campuses were covered with several 
inches of snow, and the Institution was closed until 
10:00 that day to allow snowplows to clear the 
roads. Near Bell House, snow and winds forced a 
tree down on top of an Institution pickup truck, 
causing no significant damage, but requiring the tree 
to be cut in half to free the vehicle. Elsewhere 
though, the snow created a beautiful winter 
landscape as these photos by Shelley Lauzon attest. 


