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MR. & MRS. VAN ALAN CLARK 
GIVE $4 MILLION TOWARD 
QUISSETT CAMPUS 
DEVELOPMENT 

Pictured left to right are Paul 
Fye, Van Alan Clark, Sr., Van Alan 
Clark, Jr., and Edna McConnell Clark. 

Today Paul M. Fye, Institution Director, announced a generous gift of $4 million from 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Van Alan Clark, Sr., in support of the development of the Quissett campus 
and toward completion of the new Central Laboratory now under construction. 

Dr. Fye said, "Special friends are rare and wonderful in themselves, and the Institution 
is doubly gifted in having such friends as the Clarks, who support us with their lively and 
enthusiastic interest as well as with their significant financial contributions. The future 
of the Institution looks bright indeed in the light of such a timely and generous gift." 
OVer the years of their association with the Institution, which dates back two decades, when 
Mr. Clark joined the Associates, the Clarks have made every effort to help and support the 
Institution. A gift of $250,000 to assist in the establishment of the Dean's Office pre
ceded a $5 million award to the Endowment funds in support of the Institution's then very 
young Doctorate Program. Following 14 years of enthusiastic Associate support, Mr. Clark 
became a member of the Corporation in 1967, and he was elected an Honorary Trustee in 1970. 

Mr. Clark is Honorary Chairman of Avon Products, Inc. His wife, Edna McConnell Clark, 
is the daughter of the door-to-door salesman who founded Avon, which today has become a 
multi-million dollar corporation. 

Institution support is truly a family affair for the Clarks - Van Alan Clark, Jr., is 
a Trustee and has been an active member of several Trustee committees (he is, incidentally, 
Chairman of the Sippican Corp., which numbers oceanographic instruments among its products). 
His brother, Hays, is an Institution Associate and Executive Vice President of Avon and 
President of its International Division. The third son, James, is a general partner of 
Hornblower & WeekS-Hemphill, Noyes and is Chairman of the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation, 
through which the large education grant was made in 1969. 

Interest in oceanographic science also extends to the grandchildren: Larry Clark, who 
has nearly finished a Ph.D. in marine biology at Cornell, has worked for several years with 
Dr. Frank Mather's fish-tagging program; Valerie spent two college vacations as a valued 
summer employee of the Institution; and Cricket, an avid sailor, was a Guest Student Investi
gator on one of the Institution's bird migration cruises. 

A HEARTY VOTE OF THANKS IS EXTENDED FROM THE WOODS HOLE OCEANOGRAPHIC "FAMILY" TO 
THE VAN ALAN CLARK FAMILY! 


