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Search for basic information about whales and porpoises leads re
search teams to magnif icent corners of the earth , and it has in
spired the use of unusua l vessels to meet these special needs. The 
recent exploratory trip to the southern Ch i lean Island , Cape Horn, 
and the Straits of Mage ll an was such an adventu r e . 

The cur i se was one month in duration from Nov . 12 to Dec . I I, 
1968. Kenneth S. tJor ri s (of UCLA) and ~Ji Iliam E. Schevi ll were 
co- chief scientists . There were eight other investi gator s aboard 
i nc luding myself and the programs were ar ranged for everything 
from ne urophy sociologica l work on live an imals to anatomical stt.d
ies. My n iche of course was acoustics , li s t ening to the animals 
before they were caught. Sometimes the re was a good-natured 
hassle over who should get a crack at some porpoises first, the 
harpooners or the nhydrophoners. 11 

The ship that was effective ly used in these large ly uncharted wa
terways was the research vessel Hero . It proved to be pa rti cu lar
ly adaptab le to the spec ial needs of such an excursion . The 125 
foot Hero is owned by the National Sc ience Foundation and was 
bui It especial ly as a supp ly and research vessel for the Antarct ic 
research stations , part icu larly the stations around the Antarctic 
Peninsu la, south of Sout h America . She i s a new wooden vesse l. 
bu i It in Maine , and commissioned only last year . Her hull i s ba
sically that of a North Atl ant ic trawl fisherman, and she is very 
easy in a sea way. 

There are a few things about the Hero that immediately sets it a
part as belonging in a unique c lass . She has a craw ' s nes t or ice 
bucket atop her mainmast for scouting leads in pack ice , and the 
hu ll is i ron sheathed forward to allow work in freezing waters . 
Hero a lso has a round bottom and very heavy construction to he lp 
prevent damage if she is caught and squeezed in ice . She has an 
appendage that looks like a bowsprit but is actually a platform 
and access ladder that lowers ahead of the vessel to al low work 
c lose to the surface of the water . This bow platform was used for 
harpooning and catching rigs during our cruise . She is rigged for 
auxiliary sa il with jib , main and missen sa il s of brilliant orange 
heavy canvas. The orange sa i I sand br i ght green hu 11 sets the R/V 
Hero apart even at a distance, 

(Cont. on back) 



~jHALES (Cont. from front) 

The 125' Hero carried a 26' whaleboat that has been designed to 
be relatively quiet in the water. It is an adaptation of the Coast 
Guard fiberglass "twenty-six footer," equipped with shock-mounted 
air-cooled diesel engine, and a special belt-driven propeller. 

Hero's whaleboat (dubbed Heroine by Schevi I I) was in Woods Hole 
last summer for acoustic tests. It was carried on deck or swung 
out and hung from davits for rapid launching. Hero also carried 
a dory on davits on each quarter. 80th dories and the whaleboat 
are painted the same bri I liant orange for easy recognition at a 
distance. 

The Tierra Del Fuego scenery is easi Jy among the most spectacular 
in the world, with glaciers and snow fields; whitecapped mountains 
and dense jungle are alternated with bare rock formations. The 
animals were surprisingly sparse, but were nearly all new to me: 
seal ions, penguins, steamer ducks, and porpoises were the inhabi
tants of the lower islands. (By William A. Watkins) 

Publ ished on alternate Fridays by the Public Information Office. 
John Schi I I ing, Editor. 



NEW ADDITIONS TO THE 
LMURATURY BOOK cOLLECT lUll 

Baker, Robert A., Symposium Chairman. Trace inorganics in water. 
Am. Chem. Soc., 1968. <D.W. Spencer) 

Brouwer, Dirk and Clemence, Gerald M. Methods of celestial me
chanics. Academic, 1961. (W.S. von Arx) 

Denison, Edward F. The sources of economic growth in the U.S. and 
the alternatives before us. Committee for Economic Develop
ment, 1962. (G.C. Ewing) 

Evans, J.V. and Hagfors, T., eds. 
1968. (W.S. von Arx) 

Radar astronomy. McGraw-Hi II, 

Hi II, M.N., ed. The sea. Ideas and observations on progress in 
the study of the seas. Interscience, 1962. (J. Bruce) 

Kaula, Wi II iam M. An introduction to planetary physics. The ter
restial planets. John Wi ley, 1968. (W.S. von Arx) 

Landsberg, H.E. and van Mieghem, J., eds. Advances in geophysics. 
Academic, 1962. (1'1.5. von Arx) 

Lauff, George H., ed. Estuaries. 
Advancement of Science. 1967. 

American Association 
(S.C. Daubi n) 

for the 

Materials Engineering, Materials Selector Issue, mid-October, 1968 
to 1969. Reinhold, 1968. (S.C. Daubin) 

Pierce, Alan E. SI Iylation of organic compounds. Pierce Chemical, 
1968. (M. Blumer) 

Power Sources Conference Publ ications Committee. Proceedings, 
22nd Annual Power Sources Conference, 14, 15, 16 May, 1968. 
PSC Publ ications Com. 1968. (S.C. Daubin) 

Setlow, Richard B., and Pol lard, Ernest C. 
Addison-Wesley, 1962. (E.T. Degens) 

Molecular biophysics. 

Smith, J.E. Torrey Canyon polution and marine life. Cambridge 
Univ. Press, 1968. (M. Blumer) 

Starr, Victor P. Physics of negative viscosity phenomena. McGraw
Hi II, 1968. (W.S. von Arxl 

Tsuchiya, Mizuki. Upper Waters of the Intertropical Pacific Ocean. 
Johns Hopki ns Press, 1968. (A. Bunker) 

\~ho's Who in America with World Notables. 
Marquis, 1968. (H. Watson) 

Vol. 35, 1968-1969. 

World Almanac and book of facts, 1969. Newspaper Enterprise, 1968. 
(Reference Room) 

Zienkiewicz, O.C. The 
continuum mechanics. 

finite element 
McGraw-H i I I, 

method in structural 
1967. (S.C. Daubinl 

and 

TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 
CORRECTIONs REQUESTED 

A new telephone directory is being prepared. All changes and 
additions not in the July 1968 directory should be reported 
to Janice Pereira or Kathy Busa, Graphic Arts, Ext. 260 or 
261. 

LOST 

Betty Bunce has loaned an aluminum extension ladder to some
one in the Institution. The person who is using it is re
quested to call Betty on Ext. 221. 



Peter W. Ryder 
0.5. 
Marine/J. Pike 
CHAIN ; ext. 208 

Bruce F. Schofield 
Wiper 
Marine/J. Pike 
CHAIN; ext. 208 

Paul Worthington 
Messman 
Marine/J. Pike 
CHAIN; ext . 208 



David B. Boylan 
Asst. Scientist 
Chem./J . Hunt 
LMS 3- 06; ext . 328 

Walter S. Goulart 
Photo Technic ian 
Admn ./C. Inn i s 
LO 205e; ext . 260/ 1 

Sal ly Mitchell 
Secretary 
Admn./A . Henderson 
Chall. 213 ; ext. 371 
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Dr. Kwan M. Chan 
Asst . Sc ientist 
Chem./J . Hunt 
LMS 3- 54 ; ext. 306 

Frank M. Hi I I 
Machinist 
Admn./D . LeBlanc 
LO 5120 ; ext. 245 

James T. 0 1 ive 
Electrician 
Marine/J . Pike 
CHAIN ; ext. 208 

Bruce R. Co le 
Lab . Ass i stant 
G&G/C . Bowin 
Main G-3 ;ext. 225 

Edward F. Kempton 
Fac ., Bldgs . and Grds . 
Admn./J . Mitchel I 
Main G8 ; ext . 349 

John B. Reardon 
0 .5 . 
Marinel J. Pike 
GOSNOLO; ext . 208 



"VOYAGE TO ATLANTIS" 

Here, at last, is the firsthand account of the expedition led by 
Jim r~avor which found the lost continent of Atlantis and dis
covered the secret of its disappearance. Plato's story of the lost 
Atlantis baffled scientists, scholars, and historians for centur
ies. In his book, Voyage to Atlantis~ Mr. Mavor gives the answer 
to the age-old riddle. 

Jim's book was published by G.P. Putnam's Sons, of New York, and by 
the advance sales indicate that it should do very well. The book 
is now on sale in Falmouth, and in one week, over half of the or
der had been sold. He is now awaiting the reviews from the New 
York Times and other important papers. 

Congratulations, Jim! 

RESEARCH VESSEL 
BEGIfIHING FIFTH CAREER 

t~any scientists from Woods Hole have had the dubious pleasure of 
sai ling on the Anton Bruun during the IIOE. Dr. John Ryther and 
Dr. Ed Chin were the Institution's representatives during this 
program. A smal I article in a recent New York Times issue reported 
a new role was emerging for the ship. 

The Bruun is 38 years old, has had three different names and four 
separate careers; and is now beginning number 5. She was original
ly known as the Dras, an offshore cruising yacht. During the war, 
she became a patrol vessel for the Navy. serving as the flagship 
for the Atlantic Services Force. After being used as a yacht for 
President Harry Truman, she was renamed the Anton Bruun to work 
under the NSF during the Indian Ocean survey. 

The Anton Bruun was recently sold to a conpany in Salem, N.J., for 
$16,800 to be made into a floating country club. 

Anyone need the Crawford? 

QUOTES FROM THE MAILBOX 

The Newsletter has carried, from time to tIme, samples of letters 
rece i ved by the I nst i tut i on in req uest of genera 1 i nformat i on on 
oceanography and the Institution. This one found a new approach 
to the standard business letter: 

HDearSir: 

"I have never written a busslness letter before. If 
if sounds a little like a friendly letter, please excuse 
it. 

"In our science class, we are studying ••. " 


