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Dear Moore

U.S. F. S Albatross After thinking over the question of the 

Haddock investigation, I am very much of the opinion 

that this work had best be curtailed sufficiently to 

allow the vessel to reach Baltimore by the last week 

in May.

There are two reasons for this; 1’irst, after 

thoroughly canvassing the situation with the officers 

concerned and looking the ship over, myself, I am 

convinced that there is no chance of the overhaul 

being completed by October 1st, unless work is actually 
There

started by June 1st, Second, Is the matter of personnel, 

while Mr. Hankin will carry out actual instructions 

given him,- he takes no interest in the Haddock work, 

and gjfti probably will show no initiative in carrying 

it out, this means that only the most obvious points of 

attac are worth undertaking this season.

If the vessel gets away from Boston for Balti

more by May 20th, the main spawning season will be covered. 

And she will have time on her way to make a series of tows

for Haddock fry along Cape Cod and on the western part of
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Ge o rge’s Bank.

We will probably reach Boston about April 22, 

and the vessel will be ready to put to sea again about 

May 1; I suggest that Mr. Rankin be instructed as follows: 

To select two localities where Haddock are spawning and 

where at the same time the bottom Is sufficiently smooth 

for trawling. One of these stations should be near the 

Isle of Shoales the other on Stelwagen Bank or off Cape 

Cod, but the precise spots can only be determined after 

should carry out the series of tows and the experiments 

on fertilized and unfertilized eggs which you and I talked 

over. I have already outlined these to him and I think 
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he gets properly started. If time allows he should visit 

later than May 20. I will designate for him towing sta

tions for the trip south which seem most likely to yield 

fry. Henry Bryant Bigelow

Please think all this over and. if possible let me 

have word how it strikes you by the time we reach Boston, 
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are in here to dodge a storm. I am making out as well as

Henry B. Bigelow




