




















































chart "one continued error ... [and] ought to be pub­
lickly advertised as such and destroy' d wherever it is 
found" (Douglass, 1749, val. 1, p. 362). Nonetheless, the 
shape Southack had given to Georges Bank persisted. 
Charts based on it, with soundings unchanged from the 
original, were used in editions of The English Pilot, The 
Fourth Book (along with charts using the old Thornton 
shape) from 1737 to 1794. Its distinctive curved form 
was found on French and German, as well as English, 
maps. John Mitchell copied it on "A Map of the British 
and French Dominions in North America" (London, 
17 55), often called the most important map in the history 
of American cartography, and the map used to draw the 
boundaries of the United States at the Treaty of Paris, 
1783. Since Mitchell had access to official British sources 
in compiling the material for his map, we can assume 
that the Southack data were considered accurate (Berke­
ley and Berkeley, 1974, pp. 175-213). 

Lawrence Wroth, for many years librarian of the John 
Carter Brown Library and a preeminent bibliographer and 
historian, put our debt to Southack concisely: "If one 
may use sentiment, as has sometimes been done, to 
bridge the breaks in a line of descent, it is not difficult to 
think of Southack as the ancestor of the United States 
Coast Survey, which today carries on a continuous chart­
ing and recharting of our waters" (Wroth, 1947, p. 87). 

Political events in t he second half of the eighteenth 
century prompted the English to concentrate on produc­
ing accurate maps and charts of the American coast. Jo­
seph Frederick Wallet Des Barres, an army engineer of 
Swiss origin, was commissioned to make the first scien­
tific survey of the coasts of Nova Scotia, New Bruns­
wick, and Sable Island (Evans, 1969, p. 12). Samuel 
Holland, surveyor general of the Northern District of 
North America, was to survey those of N ew England and 
the St. Lawrence River and Gulf. Des Barres published 
the charts in The Atlantic Neptune, one of the most mag­
nificent collections of nautical charts and views ever pro­
duced. One of the charts, "The Coast of New England" 
(1781), contains the first recognizably modern depiction 
of Georges Bank. The chart has no attribution, but was 
undoubtedly drawn by Holland. The eastern edge of the 
bank lies beyond the map's border, but the western edge 
slopes south, then curves north, as on a modern chart, to 
indicate the Great South Channel. Although neither Culti­
vator Shoal nor Georges Shoal is named on the chart, 
two groups of shallow soundings appear in their approxi­
mate locations. This new information quickly replaced 
the old on nautical charts, although maps following the 
old Southack shape continued to appear for another 20 
years. 

By the end of the eighteenth century, charts made by 
Americans, published in America, and frequently based 
on original observations by American navigators, began to 
replace English ones. The first such collection was pub­
lished by Matthew Clark in Boston in 1790. One of the 
nine large charts is a "Chart of the Coast of America 
from George's Bank to Rhode Island Including Nan-

tucket Shoals etc .... " No study of the basis for this 
chart has been made (Wroth, 1947, p. 103). However, as 
the chart is certified by Osgood Carleton, Boston sur­
veyor, mathematician, and map maker, as being true and 
accurate compared "with Des Barres & other good au­
thorities," Des Barres's chart may have been its source. A 
new feature on the Clark chart is a "Shoal Ground of St. 
George's Bank," located at approximately the correct lat­
itude for Georges Shoal, but too far west-a common 
error. 

The second American chart to show Georges Bank was 
produced in the following year, when John Norman 
brought out The American Pilot (Boston, 1791). A 
slightly more ambitious work than Clark's, it had 11 
charts and a brief list of sailing directions. A "Chart from 
New York to Timber Island Including Nantucket Shoals" 
also included Georges Bank, with the same configuration 
and soundings on the shoal areas as the Clark chart of 
1790. 

It was now the turn of the American map makers to be 
copied. On "A New and Correct Chart of the Coast of 
N ew England and New York ... by Captain Holland," 
published in London in 1794, the "Shoal Ground of St. 
George's Bank" is taken directly from the Clark/ Norman 
charts, including all soundings. 

Edmund Blunt, an important figure in American nauti­
cal publishing, brought out the first separate chart of 
Georges Bank in 1797-"A Chart of George's Bank, In­
cluding Cape Cod, Nantucket and the Shoals lying on 
their east ... Surveyed by Capt. Paul Pinkham." Like 
Pinkham's "A Chart of Nantucket Shoals," which had 
been prepared earlier for The American Pilot (Wroth, 
1947, p. 104), his chart of Georges Bank was clearly an 
original work and differs in several respects from the 
charts of Des Barres and Norman. In a lengthy note on 
his chart, Pinkham wrote, "As there has never been a 
correct chan of George's Bank published I have at­
tempted to perfect such a work and submit it to the in­
spection of the public." While his chart has many errors, 
particularly of longitude, Pinkham made explicit what 
was implicit on Des Barres's chart-that Georges Bank is 
only a part of a larger shoal complex. 

In 1828 Blunt brought out a new, large-scale chart, 
" The North Eastern Coast of North America from New 
York to Cape Canso including Sable Island," to supple­
ment the printed sailing directions in the newest edition 
of his popular Atlantic Coast Pilot. Over 100 soundings 
are given on Georges Bank, with several dozen notes on 
bottom conditions. It was by far the most accurate and 
detailed chart of the bank yet to appear. 

Charles Wilkes, one of the first important American 
naval explorers, showed an early interest in both sea and 
science. A lieutenant in the United States Navy, he stud­
ied nautical su'rveying under Ferdinand Hassler, superin­
tendent of the U.S. Coast Survey. Wilkes surveyed 
Georges Bank in 1837, and his " Chart of Georges Shoal 
& Bank" was published the same year (figure 2.11). The 
large chart, measuring 39 inches X 44 inches, at the 
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scale of an inch to the mile, gives over 1,000 soundings 
and dozens of notes on bottom conditions. Wilkes de­
scribes in a note on the chart the "two shoalest places," 
both of which are on Georges Shoal. 

Here, at the midpoint of the nineteenth century, the 
end of our inquiry into the cartographic history of 
Georges Bank, the Wilkes chart had become the basis for 
all charts of the bank, both official and commercial, 
American and foreign. It was the culmination of 300 
years of mapping Georges Bank and distinctly modern in 
its accuracy and wealth of detail. 

Reviewed by Louis DeVorsey, Peter]. Guthorn, Benjamin 
W. Labaree, and Ronald D. Tallman 
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