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ABSTRACT: This report attempts to summarize developments both in
UK science policy and in the library and information sector, with
particular reference to the aquatic sciences. Issues relating to the
government sector, the private sector and the academic sector are
addressed. Developments in the aquatic research associations and
librarians' groups are also covered, and some conclusions drawn.

Introduction

This report covers the principal developments in this area since the last EURASLIC
meeting, and is intended to be a guide to the general course ofevents rather than a
comprehensive review. I will start with the overall national picture for library and
information services, and for science in general.

National level

Although some concern was voiced in the last report (McCulloch, 2001) the placing of
the Office of Science and Technology within the Department ofTrade and Industry has
not affected science funding as adversely as feared. In July 2000, the Chancellor, Gordon
Brown, announced a £1 billion investment in buildings, laboratories and equipment for
science research as a result of a partnership with the Wellcome Trust. This was released
in several tranches over the following year, while the 2000 Spending Review (Her
Majesty's Treasury 2000) provided for an annual increase of7% above inflation for
Department of Trade and Industry funding of science and its exploitation. In September
2001, the UK signed up as a full voting member of the Global Biodiversity Information
Facility (GBIF). The goal of this international science facility is to provide worldwide
access, via the Internet, to geographical, ecological, genetic, and taxonomic information
about the world's biological resources.

The introduction of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 gave a general right of access
to all types of 'recorded' information held by public authorities (and those providing
services for them) for the first time. The Act is implemented by the Information
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Commissioner, a new post that includes the duties of the former Data Protection
Registrar.

In the library sector, in July 2000 Lynne Brindley became the new Chief Executive of the
British Library, the fIrst professional librarian ever to hold that post. Since her
appointment, there has been an increased emphasis on digitization and electronic access,
and in August 2001 the Library's fIrst Director ofe-Strategy and Programmes was
appointed. After wide consultation, the library has also decided to spearhead a move
away from UKMARC, the UK version of the international standard for machine-readable
cataloguing, and change to MARC21. MARC21 was formed in 1999 when the National
Library of Canada's MARC format was fully integrated into USMARC. It is anticipated
that UK libraries will still have some input into the running of MARC21.

On 31 March 2000 the Library and Information Commission merged with the Museums
and Galleries Commission to become Resource: The Council for Museums, Archives and
Libraries. Although the objectives set out in its Manifesto (The Council for Museums,
Archives and Libraries n.d. ) have been broadly welcomed, the Government's attempt to
view libraries and museums as a single sector has not been seen so positively, and has in
fact been roundly condemned by Aslib as "pure folly".

Full Disclosure, a project to identify nationally important card catalogues and convert
them to digital form moved a step forwards in May 2001 when it was announced that a
prioritization study would be carried out (Chapman et a1. 1999). The study will assess
priorities for the retrospective conversion of catalogue and documentation data and the
retrospective cataloguing or documentation ofnon-current acquisitions in libraries,
archives and museums in the UK. The Cultural Heritage Consortium will develop and
refme criteria by which priorities for retrospective conversion and retrospective
cataloguing can be established. These criteria will then be taken forward and used to
produce concrete named priorities for retrospective conversion and retrospective
cataloguing projects. Recommendations for implementing priorities will also be
developed as part of the study. The UK OffIce for Library and Information Networking
(UKOLN) is disseminating the reports that emerge from this project.

The two principal professional societies for library and information workers in the UK,
the Institute of Information Scientists and the Library Association, continue to work
towards a merger. The most popular (or rather, least disliked) choice for a new name so
far is the Chartered Institute ofLibrary and Information Professionals. The intention is
that the new organization will come into existence on 151 April 2002.

Government sector

In June 2000 the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) announced that the
Centre for Coastal and Marine Science (CCMS) would be disbanded with effect from 1
April 2001. The three component laboratories ofCCMS have each found different
solutions to this enforced position. The management of Dunstaffnage Marine Laboratory
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has been taken on by the Scottish Association for Marine Science, while Proudman
Oceanographic Laboratory (POL) is in negotiation with the University of Liverpool
regarding a possible move onto its campus. POL continues to be funded as an
independent institute under the Natural Environment Research Council. Plymouth Marine
Laboratory (PML) is to become a NERC Collaborative Centre rather than a NERC
Institute and NERC Council has just made the decision to change the ownership model of
PML to a Company Limited by Guarantee with charitable status with effect from 1 April
2002. The Marine Biological Association is likely to take over management of the
National Marine Biology Library. This is under discussion with NERC. Southampton
Oceanography Centre continues to function as a joint venture (Collaborative Centre)
between NERC and Southampton University, and launched the new Laboratory for
Satellite Oceanography on 2nd May 2001.

Also within NERC, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (CEH) appointed a new
director in 2001. Significant changes to the organization are planned, to improve its
delivery of high quality science, although precise details are not yet available. The
Director's vision for the future of CEH will be presented to a full Council meeting of
NERC in November, and the fmal version of the plan is expected to be agreed in Spring
2002.

Private sector organizations and water supply

The Water Industry Librarians' Group continues to meet annually, most recently in
October 2001. Several of them are getting used to being part of foreign companies, but
are unsure how that will alter their situation. One water company has recently ceased
centrally funding its library, requiring instead a subscription from its users. First
impressions are that this is not a success, and is likely to be a more costly approach in the
long run. The other companies are experiencing very mixed fortunes, some with serious
budget cuts, others not at all.

University and academic sector

The four UK higher education funding bodies, in collaboration with the British Library
and the national libraries of Wales and Scotland, have established a new strategic
advisory group on research support libraries, to be chaired by Sir Brian Follett. The
Group, called the Research Support Libraries Group, will advise on the development of a
national strategy to ensure that UK researchers in all disciplines have access to world
class information resources. Their time scale is to look forward over the next decade or
so.

One of the issues continuing to vex academic librarians in the UK, as everywhere else, is
the implementation of electronic journals. Having recently taken on that role within my
own organization, I fmd that my frustrations are precisely duplicated for every other
person I meet engaged in this task. Publishers continue to follow their own, unique
policies for access, which they may change without warning. A recent meeting on the
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subject, arranged by the Northern Branch of ASLIB, sold out in record time, and proved
very fruitful, not least as an opportunity to let off steam amongst fellow sufferers. The
National Electronic Site Licence Initiative (NESLI) established in 1999 for the UK. higher
education sector has been of some considerable help to university librarians, and
negotiations are currently underway to include the Research Councils in this
collaborative arrangement.

Research Associations

The Freshwater Biological Association (FBA), the Marine Biological Association (MBA)
and the Scottish Association for Marine Science (SAMS) continue to support research in
the aquatic sciences. The FBA is shares its location with the Centre for Ecology and
Hydrology's Windermere Laboratory, and is having to consider its future options with
the likely move of CEH Windermere to the Lancaster University campus. SAMS has
recently joined with the University of the Highlands and Islands (a distributed "virtual"
university covering the sparsely populated areas of Scotland) to offer a degree course in
Marine Science. In future years, modules of the course will be available "on-line" via the
internet at learning centres across the Highlands and Islands.

BIASLIC

The Britain and Ireland Association of Aquatic Science Libraries and Information
Centres (BIASLIC) has failed to meet since the last EURASLIC meeting. A planned
meeting in Cork, in 2000, was rescheduled for 2001, then had to be called offbecause of
the Foot and Mouth epidemic.

ASFIS

The National Marine Biology Library (NMBL) at PML continues as the UK. National
Input Centre for Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts, co-ordinating the input of the
other two organizations providing data, the Centre for the Economics and Management of
Aquatic Resources (CEMARE) and the CEH Windermere Laboratory. NMBL have been
active in training new abstracting and indexing staff over the last two years. It is
anticipated that the Environment Agency, the regulatory body charged with the protection
of the natural environment in England and Wales, will shortly be joining the UK. network,
adding their research reports to ASFA.

Conclusions

Both this report and the last one have noted some welcome stability in national science
policy and in libraries. At the same time, the marine and freshwater research laboratories
are going through periods ofgreat change, a situation that is no doubt repeated in other
national reports. Once again we are offered a welcome opportunity to share our
experiences of these changes with our colleagues throughout Europe, and, in this
collaborative conference, with colleagues from around the globe. By listening to the
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changes and developments occurring elsewhere, we can make ourselves more ready to
face them at home.
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Links

Aslib - http://www.aslib.com
BIASLIC - http://www.ife.ac.uklbiaslic
British Library - http://www.bl.uk
CEH Windermere - http://www.ceh.ac.uk
Centre for the Economics and Management of Aquatic Resources 

http://www.pbs.port.ac.uk/econ/cemare/
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology - http://www.ceh.ac.uk
Dunstaffnage Marine Laboratory/Scottish Association for Marine Science -

http://www.sams.ac.ukl
Environment Agency - http://www.environment-agency.gov.ukl
Freshwater Biological Association - http://www.fba.org.uk
Global Biodiversity Information Facility - http://www.gbif.org
Institute ofInformation Scientists - http://www.iis.org.uk
Library Association - http://www.la-hq.org.uk
Marine Biological Association - http://www.mba.ac.uk/
Natural Environment Research Council- http://www.nerc.ac.uk
NESLI - http://www.nesli.ac.uk
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Office of Science and Technology - http://www.dti.gov.uk/ost
Plymouth Marine Laboratory - http://www.prnl.ac.uk
Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory - http://www.pol.ac.uk
Research Support Libraries Group - http://www.rslg.ac.uk
Resource - http://www.resource.gov.uk
Southampton Oceanography Centre:'" http://www.soc.soton.ac.uk
UK Office for Library and Information Networking - http://www.ukoln.ac.uk
University of the Highlands and Islands - http://www.uhi.ac.uk
Water Industry Librarians' Group-

http://groups.yahoo.com!group/waterindustrylibrariansgroup
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