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WITE this lest issue of THE INDIAN COCFAYN BUBBLE, the editorial offices
close. The editor has mairteined a gently pejorative tone throughout the
brief lifetime of this journel - it would hsve become a clergymen, But when
one criticizes too often it tends to teke on e petulant ring, Since your
editor hes essentially a sunny disposition, he has elected to retire from
the field - secure in his cloal of anonvmity - some day, perhaps, to eppear
agair in a cdremetic wey ( as a Black Knight ?) to do bettle with Sin.

THOSE readers who have enjoyed these baleful columms will perheps be
consoled to heer that two new books containing meterisls for further
study have recently been published: ’

THE TRAGIC EISTCRY OF THE SEA C. R, Boxer, Cemb Univ Press 1959
( Three accounts of disaatrous early Ind#zn Ccesn Expeditions)

THE SOUTH SEA BUBBLE John Cerswell, Cresset Press, snnounced for
the spring of 1960 ( A general, populer account of an early
venture, to which we owe the inspirstion of this now defunct
journal) :
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A letter to the EDITOR:

The preliminary prospectus ( dated 21 Jenuary 1940 ) for the Internaticnal
Indien Ocean Expedition has now been circulated by the Coordinator, Dr, Hobert
-G. Snider, and comments have been invited,

The totsl proposed budget for all nstions is $13,b00,000, by present day
standards e fairly modest undertaking. I imagine that the work done will be of
8 fairly routine nattre - largely straight hydrogrephic survey work - like the
IGY oceanogrephic survey of the Atlantic Ocean, and this will be velusble %o
have done in such a relatively unexplored area as the Indian Ccesn. The
prospectus goas on to imply that a number of speciasl studies will also be
done ~ for example, to measure the varistion of current with aepth throughout
the seasonal wind changes v We do not have much of an idea of the distribution
of currents with depth in other oceans, or how to get at it ( one hes only to
read Fkman's illuminating snd frustreting ettempps to interpret his current
measurements mede on the Armauer Hansen in 1930 to appreciate the difficulties),
#nd to impute that the sclentific program is aimed at uncovering “osuse" and

""effect™ in oceen currents is sheer porpycock, It seems quite sufficient to me
to plan the Expedition as a simple survey - that should be sound and worthwhile
all by itself, ..

Just how individusl scientists and institutions ere going to participete -
in this Expedition without being swindled is difficult for me to see. The
publicly avowed policy of U.S, privete institutions is that the individuel
scientist has complete "academic" freedom, But an individual who participates

in this Expecition is going to be responsible for a grest deal of routine
(ulbeit important) work that is bound to conflict with his freedom. Meny were



willing to submerpe their own immediate interests to the needs of the

IGY surveys. Now ancther highly organized Expedition comes rlonp end
perhays this is just a forerunner of things to come. -Some wey must be
found to perform these necesserily routine and regimented tasks without
invelving individuel ocrenographic scientists too much, Perhsps this is
the time to begin to think about esteblishing & netionel Ccesnopraphic
Survey (Office, with professicnal surveyors. Otherwise cur research instit-
ut ions are going to be pressed intoc service,

Finally, I think I want to sey something about certain moral issues
raised by implicetions made under the heeding "Socio-economic cheracteristics”
in the prospectus. I think that there is oanly & very remcte chance that the
Expedition will help improve fisheries and slleviate the poverty of the
people in many Indian Oceen countries, It is dishesrtening to see oceano-
graphy join the long line of pressure groups acting - under the guise of
humenitarianism - to advence their own interests; in themselves legitimete,
but essentially unrelated to the morel and "socio-economic” issues which
they pretend to serve, Were the Expedition rcally motivated to help fead
sterving populations it would be planned quite differently - specifiically
to subserve these noble ends. 3ut as these ends are 1alpably not the main
goal, would it not be more ethical to refer to them in a place less
prominent than the first page of the prospectus?

Yours truly,

)z Sl

Henry Stommel



