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Your very welcome letter received Friday has been a real "shot in the arm" for me. 
It almost arrived on my birthday, which is the 15th, so your good wishes are greatly appreciat
ed. I was delighted to learn about the book in Neuroembryology you and Max Cowan are 
writing. I hope its completion isn't delayed too long as I have decided to add to my already 
taxing teaching load a new 2-hour lecture course in Neuroembryology, probably beginning next 
Spring. I am so happy to learn that your second total hip replacement has resulted in such 
miraculous success! 

Your remarks about the relationships and events essential to keeping my balance, in 
view of Evelyn's illnesses, were greatly appreciated. I realized, of course , that you, 
better than anyone else I have known, could understand the strain under which I have lived 
and functioned as best I could for so long. One important factor in keeping my balance which 
you neglected to mention has been the knowledge that you did and that I could number you 
among my close friends. It was good to learn about the whereabouts of Doris and Carola, 
your grandchildren, what they are doing, and that you are a great grandfather! 

Of course the most thrilling part of your letter was your proposal that my biography 
of Dr. Willier be modified somehow so as to be suitable for publication as a memoir by the 
National Academy of Sciences. You mentioned proposing this possibility _to the Home Secretary, 
Dave Goddard, whom I knew very well at Rochester since I assisted him in general biology 
labs. there, helped celebrate the birth of his daughter at a party at his house, etc. This 
possibility is especially interesting since one of the Willier daughters, Kathryn, wrote on 
March 12, 1975 upon receiving a reprint, "I just wanted you to know how· very pleased Bill 
and I are with your work. I don't know who is doing the one for the National Academy of 
Sciences, but I do wish they had asked you. We thought you did an excellent job. I really 
think that Dad would have approved." 

Naturally I am delighted to approve your using my biography for your purposes in 
any way you wish. There are a number of points I wish to raise. 

1. The paucity of information available to me to work with was appalling. After a long 
delay I received from the Home Secretary what little information they had on Dr. Willier. 
I then flew to Baltimore to the Carnegie Lab. and went through all of Dr . Willier ' s 
papers that had been turned over to Jim Ebert, but only after Louise and Jim had gone through 
them and removed all papers that they felt should not be seen by other s. Also, as stated 
in footnote 1, I cont acted a number of people I thought could help provide evaluations of 
Dr. Willier. Some , yours included, were very helpful; most were not. Dave Goddard, Howard 
Hamilton, and others contacted did not respond . I finally read the entire collection of 
reprints of Willier and his students , three volumes , which he had given to me. Thus the 
time invested was unbelievable, as was the amount of blood, sweat and tears . One of the 
most difficult problems of all that faced me was the Willier-Rawles relationships and 
feelings of Rawles about Oppenheimer and Rudnick. 
2. Some corrections were needed in the proof; none were permitted by the journal because 
they had sent the manuscript to the publishers before they sent the proof to me. Some of 
these corrections arose through information I later received about matters I was uncertain 
about. Accordingly, I am enclosing three xeroxed copies, each with the corrections indicated. 
3. Since I have read many of the published memoirs and am therefore familiar with their style, 
I don't see how the format of my biography could be acceptable to the Academy. 
4. Although I recognize that it is in the best interests of all of us to have you concentrate 
your time and energies on the Neuroembryology book, I would prefer the second of your alter
natives, viz., that you expand a bit on the scientific discoveries, especially the feather 
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-~ (space restrictions prevented me from doing so and your views would be so much more 
authoritative anyway) and that we publish it jointly. In addition, I would hope that you 
would be willing to make cofrections of statements that you know to be in error and that 
you would feel perfectly free to use the information gleaned by me in any way you see fit. 
By this I mean that you should have complete freedom to modify the existing biography in 
any way that is needed to make it more suitable for your purposes. I would hope that perhaps 
this could be done with minimal demands on your time, but the decisions about all such changes 
should be ,ours. And to save time I would hope that all such changes as you deem essential 
be just that, namely changes, and not suggestions for change. It is certainly enough and 
the highest possible praise I could receive from you to refer to "your excellent publication 
on Benjie" Rest assured that I would not be offended by any changes made in the original 
paper by you; I would welcome them! 

5. Attached to this letter is one page of comments by some of those who read the manuscript 
or the reprint ~ I don't quite know why I am sending them except they might give you 
some additional leverage in discussing this matter with Dave Goddard • 
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6. I am also eac;;lgsiag uH:fl: this letter two files containing the statements made at the 
memorial service for Dr. Willier, the comments about Dr. Willier from those who sent them 
at my request, and other miscellaneous things you might wish to look over quickly for 
ideas for modifications of my statements. 

I assembled this material quickly and wrote this letter right away because I know 
you want to resolve the burden of writing the memoir as quickly as possible and get it off 
your mind, even though I know these don't get published for years after they are accepted. 
The first week in May I will be in Detroit at the Anatomy Meetings. From May 31st through June 
19th I will be in the East. We are first going to Rochester, N. Y. where Evelyn will attend 
an International Viola Conference at Eastman School of Music on June 2nd through 5th while 
I visit with my sister's son who is an obstetrician and gynecologist there, will visit 
my old campus, and other friends there. Then we expect to go to Corning, N. Y. to visit 
my sister briefly (he is head of all fundamental research there and holds 39 patents on 
all the corningware products and many other types of glass, mostly photosensitive types. 
Over 90% of their output is of products from glass types Don has invented.) From there we 
expect to go to Baltimore to see Mary Rawles and her husband, if they will be there then, 
or possibly see them at her family home in Virginia if they are there instead. During the 
time between then and the 36th Symposium of the Society for Developmental Biology we will 
be vacationing in the Blue Ridge Hountain area and visiting briefly with friends in that 
area we happen to find at home, but mostly just getting some rest before I start the very 
busy year 1977-78. My 12-month leave ends next August 20th when classes begin. 

I sincerely hope you will follow through with your idea to write your own memoir 
and file it with the National Academy and I would, of course, treasure a copy of the 
manuscript when typed and xeroxed. I find it impossible to believe you can carry out your 
plan to "close shop at the end of next year" but realize that eventually this has to happen 
to all of us. Your plans upon doing so would be of great interest to me. 

There is no way I can express my appreciation for all the impacts you have had 
on my life beginning w·ith t he time when I took the embryology course at Woods Hole, then 
assisted with you on the faculty there, then joined your faculty when you were in charge of 
the course, continuing through your visits at Northwestern and here and my visit to your 
department, and continuing through your many cards and letters (not to mention time together 
the summer you taught at the University of Chicago while I was there and our trip to the zoo.) 

I have never understood the general consensus among Dr. Willier's students that I 
should be the one to write the article in Dev. Biol. other than that none of the others wanted 
to do it. Hamilton, Spratt, Ebert, and perhaps others were certainly far closer to Dr. Willier 
as students than I ever was. In fact, at that stage I always seemed most remote from him. 
He and I did become close friends in later years when, except for Jim Ebert, most of his other 
students no longer paid any attention to him. I was so surprised to read in a letter from 
Mrs. Willier written in 1973 that "You were always considered as tops among the graduate 
students that Benjie was privileged to work with. He followed ~k-~ny ways." 
How could this be???????? With warmest personal regards, "'<) \~ 
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April 10, 1977 

COMMENTS SENT BY SOME OF THOSE WHO READ THE MANUSCRIPT OR RECEIVED 
REPRINTS OF THE WATTERSON BIOGRAPHY ON DR. B. H. WILLIER 

1. Mary Rawles Spurbeck. "I have read your manuscript several times and I find all the 
data factual, to the best of my knowledge, and very, very well written as I knew it 
would be. I cannot think of any thing or any place in the manuscript that could be 
changed to amend improvement." 

2. Jane Oppenheimer. "Your Memoir of Benjie Willier in Developmental Biology is absolutely 
wonderful and you are much to be congratulated. It must have been very satisfying to 
do him full justice." "I thought you rather gave me a place of lionor and appreciate 
it. I think I wrote you once that I thought there was no 'explanationr of what made 
Benjie what he was--at least no easily articulate one." "All the best, and again 
congratulations on a wonderful achievement." 

3. James V. Neel. "It is a fantastic labor of love which you have accomplished in that 
biography of Willier." 

4. Fredericks. Phili~s. " ••• your excellent and sympathetic description of Ben Willier's 
scientific career! "I have never forgotten his training. I do believe that he is 
responsible for whatever I may possess in the way of sound scholarship." 

5. David Bodian. "I want to thank you most fervently for sending me the copies of your 
fine appreciations of Ben Willier and Frank Lillie, and especially for having done them 
so beautifully." 

6. William E. Dossel. "Thank you for sending me your memorial of Benjy. It was beautifully 
done and a fitting tribute to the memory of a truly remarkable man. Perhaps some, like 
myself who had little to do with him after leaving Baltimore, did not fully appreciate 
the breadth and depth of his scholarly activities, but the reality of his efforts has 
been made clearly apparent by your memorial." 

7. James F. Case. "Thank you very much for the article on Dr. Willier. You did an 
extremely careful and thoughtful job. Certainly it told me a lot that I didn't know." 

8. Earl A. Dennis. "They (including Lillie's biography) are very interesting and com-
prehensive reviews of two outstanding scientists and their work." 

9. Thomas Hunt. (Comments on both Lillie and Willier biographies). "They were extremely 
well done and I think expressed the feeling we had of their scientific and educational 
abilities. When a student I hated Dr. Willier's criticism but since then have been 
extremely grateful to him for the training he gave me." 

10. Hermann Rahn. "I was very pleased to read it and got a new perspective, particularly 
since professionally I moved out of that area a long time ago. I thought you had done 
an excellent job, ••• " 

11. Clement L. Markert. "I was pleased to learn from your letter that you are going 'to write 
the article about Dr. Willier. I believe you are the best qualified of his students 
to do the job." 

12. Dorothea Rudnick. "Your'e the right person to do a memoir on Benjie and I hope you 
don't find it too wearing." 

13. John Saunders. "Let me acknowledge belatedly your fine memorial on Dr. Willier. I am 
astonished at how much I did not know about his life." 

14. Mrs. Willier. "With deep appreciation for your excellent biography of Benj i ••• " 
" ••• an excellent report in every way." 
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