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Dear Viktor, 

. 

5T5 Morrfll Hall 
Urbana, Illinois 61801 

December 7, 1981 

I still can't believe we were just talking on the telephone. What a 
coincidence! Or was it mental telepathy? Anyway, it was great to hear your 
voice again. Since you asked about Howard, I am enclosing the notice about all 
his interests and activities in historical matters. You will note that, as I 
mentioned, ope p~agraph (83) contains a statement about your joint "Citation 
Classic". I am also enclosing my last letter from Howard dated September 7, 
1981. It contains the kinds of information you were seeking about him. I'm sorry it 
is so markep up, but I do this with everything: reprints, books, journals, etc. 
I KEPT COPIES OF ALL 3 PAGES, SO DO WITH THEM WHAT YOU WISH AFTER YOU HAVE FINISHED 
WITH THEM. 

I certainly enjoyed "pouring over" on more than one occasion the copy 
of your autobiogr~phy you sent to me, and will doubtless do so again from time to 
time. 

There are a few questions about the probable beginnings of the Willier
Weiss-Hamburger "Triumvirate" that are of special interest to me personally 
because of the tremendous impact all three of you have had on my life in one way 
or another. I hope you won't feel that I am impertinent in asking these questions, 
primarily concerning the brief periods of overlap between the years when you and 
Dr. Willier were at the University of Chicago and you and Paul were thereo 

I noted in your biography in American Men and Women of Science that 
you were listed as an Instructor at Chicago in 1933-35 after your year there as 
a Rockefeller Foundation Fellow. WHAT DID YOU TEACH? DID YOU TEACH ANY COURSES 
OR SEMINARS VACATED BY DR. WILLIER S MOVE TO ROCHESTER IN 1933? You did mention 
in your autobiography that " ••• under the competent guidance of Dr. Carl Moore and 
his assistants, I learned how to teach Comparative Anatomy and Embryology laboratory 
courses the American way; ••• " WERE THESE THE ONLY TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES YOU 
HAD AT CHICAGO, other than that Summer you were a visiting professor there while 
I was still on the faculty? (Incidentally, on p. 3 of your comments about 
the stage series in your autobiography, you stated that Howard was " ••• then at the 
University of Iowa." You might wish to change it to Iowa State University, 
since Howard was at the University of Iowa only as a B.S. and M.S. student. I 
realize, however, that when you were work~ng on the illustrations for the stage 
series he had some (most or all?) the photographic work done at the University of 
Iowa, even though he was then at Iowa State University.) 

During the two years that you and Paul overlapped at Chicago, was a 
close friendship established between the two of you and was there much scientific 
interaction between you? Or were you quite independent of bne another? 

In going through Dr. Willier's files at Hopkins I saw his evaluation 
letter recommending you for the appointment at Washington University after an 
overlap period of only one year at Chicago. DID YOU AND DR. WILLIER BECOME 
CLOSE FRIENDS, AND IF SO, APPROXIMATELY WHEN? I noted in one of your letters to 
me dated Nov. 21, 1980 that you had started your American life in their home in 
Chicago, back in 1932. So your relationship with Dr. Willier must have been 
fairly close beginning with that year. I vaguely recall in one of your letters 
to me a statement to the effect that you had seen precious little of the Williers 
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in recent years. Had you established a close friendship that later diminished, or 
were you, perhaps, never really close friends. (In asking such questions about 
friendships, I well realize that very few really close friends are make in a 
lifetime of most people.) 

Answers .to such questions are, of course, "off the record." I 
am just interested. I was saddened to learn of the passing of Dorothy Price. I 
think my move from Chicago to Northwestern was a good one if only that it made it 
possible for her to gain faculty status at long last by replacing me. I really 
admired her. personally and as a scientist. I was also saddened to learn of the 
passing of Dr. Curt Stern who was my genetics professor at Rochester, with whom 
I had three genetics seminars including one on human genetics which served as 
the basis for his book in that field, and with whom I did independent research 
one summer while working as his dishwasher and general handyman. Dr• Stern also 
gave me my scientific German reading examination, and picked a very com~lex article 
for me to ~ranslate. Afterwards, when I told him I had difficulty understanding it, 
h~ informed me that he did also! The last time I saw him at Berkeley, three or 
more years ago, he was already suffering from Parkinson's disease so severely that 
he could not unlock his office door for me. 

All for now. I have marked my new 1982 calendar to the effect that I 
owe you one or more telephone calls after the first of the year. For now, 
warm wishes for the Christmas Season and for a Happy New Year. I do hope your 
hip stops giving you problems so that you do not have to face having the 
replacement redone. 

Sincerely, 
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