
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 

DEPARTMENT OF GENETICS AND DEVELOPMENT 

""' '¥--.;( J .J. 
,!- 0 tf.l""'\}'~ 

Dear Viktor, 
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March 11, 1982 

I am writing primarily to return the 2 pictures you graciously sent to me 
and to write briefly in response to your enclosed letter dated Feb. 15th. 

Your letter and the large photograph of those attending the 1st growth symposium 
were much appreciated. This picture confirmed my suspicion that Willier was not at 
this meeting where organization of the growth society took place. I can't imagine either 
why he was not ,,there. Your other conunents about him and the growth society were very 
helpful as alsothose about the possible relation of the Sandpipers to the establishment 
of the symposia and society. I had, of course, read the comments in Analysis of Development 
about the role of this group in the outlining of this book. This picture is reproduced 
in Jane Oppenheimer's paper presented at the 25th growth symposium on "The Growth and 
Development of Developmental Biology" so I knew he was missing in the picture at least 
and your conunents about your own pictures and his absence from them answer the questions 
posed. 

I very much appreciated receiving the picture of the W. H. embryology class. 
I seem not to have a print of it, so had yours copied, why I'm not quite certain. I 
will always be grateful for the help you gave me in my appointment as a T.A. in the 
course there and for the several years I was lucky enough to teach with you in the 
course. Not only were all these times very exciting for me (as was the course when I 
first took it), but all the jobs I have had since came about directly or indirectly 
from Woods Hole activities or contacts, including the two summers I taught for Stanford 
at the Hopkins Marine Station, the one for U. of Washington at Friday Harbor, and the 
lectures I ave one summer at the Bermuda Biological Station, not to mention the first 
Lillie fellowship in experimental zoology. I don't know whether I ever sent you the 
enclosed reprint or not. I especially enjoy Fig. 2, p. 1277, the picture of the first 
embryology class at Woods Hole 89 years ago, with Lillie and Whitman. (This article 
was based on the paper I gave at the ASZ meeting in Richmond in Dec. 1978 where it 
first became evident that I had diabetes and my health in general went progressively 
from bad to worse, the first meeting of the group that has now gained divisional status 
as a group interested in the history of science, biology in particular.) Perhaps you 
know that they will sponsor a symposium on T. H. Morgan at Louisville next Christmas 
with Jane Oppenheimer speaking on Morgan as an embryologist and John Moore on Morgan 
as a geneticist, with Morgan's daughter in attendance and participating. I hope I 
can go there. In both pictures you seen I very much enjoy the two youthful, handsome 
pictures of you! 

Work goes on steadily on the memoir, but slowly. I have found it necessary 
to carry on a very extensive correspondence about Dr. Willier, trying to pick up bits 
and pieces of information to fill in many gaps in my available information. Every one 
has been most cooperative except the Willier daughters. Louise will not even answer 
my letters, and Kathryn is 4 months overdue on material she promised to send me last 
November "within 2 weeks". It is frustrating to say the least. I am trying once more 
today and then will "go" with what I have about his genealogy, which is very limited. 
Regrettably my energy levels continue to be low and a definite limiting factor in 
working. There are associated chest wall problems and other minor ones that really 
slow me down. But even so I come to work every day and work on my own writing for 
the most part. I am hoping to attend the meeting of the Am. Assoc. of Anatomists in 
Indianapolis April 4th-8th, only my second trip outside of Champaign-Urbana since the 
heart surgery, other than the trips to Iowa twice to be with my daughter. And next 
summer I am hoptn1 to get to Iowa for the 50th reunion of my graduating high school class, 
and have tentative plans for some interesting travel. 
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The time is approaching (end of May) when I will be reevaluated medically to 
decide whether I can continue to be on disability beyond the present academic year 
or will have to retire. The decision has been made that I will be unable to teach 
next year. I so hope I can have a small space here to continue working on my own at 
the University, but that may not be possible because of a change in the headship of 
our department which is supposed to occur Sept. 1st. The university is reluctant to 
make space commitments before a new person is head, which is understandable but awkward 
for me. Unless I can get working space I doubt that I will remain here more than 
possibly another year. The terrible winter this year has been very difficult for me too, 
in quite different ways. 

Because of your fun remarks in one of your letters about Howard's "royalty" 
or "royal birth", I am attaching below a copy of the last paragraph of Howard's last 
letter to me written March 1st. How about that for "pomp and circumstance."! 

I have had no more information about Mary Rawles, but Iknow there is no 
hope of improvement. I hope your hip is behaving itself. 
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