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Aquatic Sciences & Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) is an abstracting and indexing service 
covering the world’s literature on the science, technology, management and conservation 
of marine, brackish water, and freshwater resources and environments, including their 
socio-economic and legal aspects. The database continues to grow each year, and now 
includes close to 1.5 million records monitoring over 5,000 serial publications, books, 
reports, conference proceedings, translations and limited distribution literature not found 
elsewhere. 
 
ASFA content is contributed by the cooperative efforts of 67 partners, made up of: 

• 4 United Nations co-sponsoring partners (FAO, IOC, UNDOALOS & UNEP). 
• 11 International partners (multiple country). 
• 51 National partners (country specific). 
• 1 Publishing partner (ProQuest) which also contributes content from leading 

journals in the field. 
 
The partner list includes five new collaborating centers this year (see complete list at 
http://www.fao.org/fi/asfa/partners.asp ). ASFA also funds a variety of important 
initiatives, including an Initiative to support the digitization of grey literature and advice 
as to what should be digitized (proposal put forward by IAMSLIC). 
 
New in 2010 is the ProQuest Aquatic Science Collection, which includes: 

• ASFA (1.6 million records). 
•  Aquatic Science deep indexing of tables, figures, images (1.5 million objects). 
• Over 300 full-text journals in the aquatic sciences. 

 
 And rolling out now (with a full release date in early 2011) is the all-new ProQuest 
platform, combining all of the content from CSA Illumina, the ProQuest platform, and 
the Chadwick Healy databases all accessible on one easy-to-use interface. The new 
interface provides a single search box for novice users as well as multiple advanced 
search options for the more advanced user. Users will be able to create their own 
MyResearch accounts (accessible at multiple points in the platform) to save and organize 
documents and searches into folders, create lists to share with other users, set their own 
user preferences, and more.  
 
We’ll also be incorporating a Serials Solutions technology into the all-new ProQuest 
platform called ProQuest Extended Search. With ProQuest Extended Search, users will 



be able to see results from ProQuest databases and non-ProQuest databases side-by-side 
without vendor bias. As long as you have a database that resides on the new ProQuest 
platform, you will be given ProQuest Extended Search along with 20 free connectors at 
no additional charge. 
 
 


